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District News

Happy May!!

Po_sts from I{’_at

., Spring is here, flowers are blooming,
~ baby birds and other little critters are
_ popping up. It's a beautiful time of
 year. So many of our clubs are also out
. in the community holding service
projects and fundraisers. You are all
~ spreading the meaning of Rotary and
~ making a difference, and for that | say
- thank you.

I was asked recently about how our
Starfish are doing. From the stories
~ being shared with me, we are making a
. ~ tremendous impact and a positive
e difference for so many Starfish
| throughout District 7600 and around
the globe.

We are in the home stretch for this Rotary year but there is still plenty of time for us all to
Unite For Good and continue to help others. Please remember the Starfish of clean water in
Haiti (HANWASH), CART (Coins for Alzheimer’s Research Trust), mental health and the
environment as you round out your year of giving.

Have a wonderful month and Happy Mother’s Day to all our Rotary moms.

Thank you!
DG Pat

District Awards Submissions Due May 15
Submit your online application for District Awards
through the District 7600 website. Awards are given
in the following categories: Club Administration, Club
Bulletin, Club Website, Community Service,
International Service, Public Image, Rotary
Education, Rotary Foundation, Vocational Service,
Youth Leadership, Youth Service, Outstanding
President, and Golden Rotarian. Criteria for all
awards as well as online application forms are on the


https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=339177
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=339183
https://ismyrotaryclub.com/story/ezBulletinMore.cfm?StoryID=339181
https://www.rotary7600.org/index/district-resources/district-awards/
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Questions? Contact District Awards Chair Davetta
Rinehart.

District Community
: Service Committee
W Focused on 6 Projects for New Rotary Year
i Hamilton Holloway

The 2026-27 District Community Service Committee is already well
underway in planning six District-wide service projects throughout
the year. These projects are designed to supplement and

% complement all of the great club projects. The team started in early
& January to develop service projects that include measurable

. impacts to help tell our Rotary story.

The six District projects are:

o' Food Distributions and Donations (based on your community’s
| needs), July-November, leading up to the District Conference

o, Walk for Suicide Prevention through Jaywalkers Challenge,
i September

e Salvation Army Bell Ringing, December
e Service Day at Wakefield Airfield Conference Center — home of our RYLA — date TBD
¢ Organ & Tissue Donation Recruitment through LifeNet Health, April 2027
e Clean the Bay (and other tributaries) Day, May 2027

You’'ll learn more about each of these projects over the coming weeks and months.

Measure Twice, Serve Once!
We encourage you to also identify how to measure your club service projects in your planning
phases to help you and your club leaders achieve your community service goals.

There are two tools the District Community Service Committee is focusing on this year:
1. Community Assessments — make your efforts meaningful and effective

2. Service Project Center on My Rotary (SPC.Rotary.org) - Search for ideas for R&D -
Ripoff & Duplicate!
e Enter your service projects in SPC to share globally and for eligibility to apply for
district awards. Don’t forget to enter service projects separately into the DACdb
Engagement module too!

The District Community Service Committee is here to help you! Contact any member to
schedule a club visit (virtual or in-person), ask questions, brainstorm service projects or talk
about Community Assessments.

The Team:

Jessica Gonzalez, Chair, Colonial Heights
Adeeb Hamzey, Goochland

Janice Hanicheck, Hanover

Hamilton Holloway, West Richmond

Kim Maddux, Impact-Petersburg Breakfast
Rick Maddux, Petersburg Breakfast


https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/wp_api_1-2/R_Emailer.cfm?UserID=800614744
https://www.ismyrotaryclub.org/wp_api_1-2/R_Emailer.cfm?UserID=800614744
http://spc.rotary.org/

We look forward to seeing #PeopleOfAction across the District as we make valuable impacts
in our communities!

Interact
Sasha Reynolds

Greetings Interact Advisors, Youth
Services Chairs, and Interact Advisors!
It’s time to certify your Interact Club! If
you haven’t done it yet, don’t worry—it
takes less than 3 minutes. Every
Interact Club must do this once each
year before June 30.

What you need to do:

Step 1:

Find your club’s name or ID number.
You can get this from Rotary Club Central:

¢ Go to “Reports”
e Click “Service”
e Click “List of Interact Clubs in the District”

Step 2:
Go to this website:

https://my.rotary.org/en/report-your-interact-club-advisor
Type in:

e Your Interact Club name or ID number
e Your Advisor’'s name and email

Extra Help:

There is a guide called “How To Update Interact Club Information” that shows how to certify
any club (Active, Inactive, Suspended, Unlisted, or Terminated).

Thank you to everyone who already finished.

Club News

Goochland
Vassi Griffis

The Rotary Club of Goochland proudly
hosted its 3rd Annual Community
Partners Recognition Dinner on April
15th at Camp T. Brady Saunders in
Maidens, Virginia. The evening brought
together local leaders, public servants,
and community members to celebrate
the spirit of Service Above Self and
recognize individuals who have made a
- lasting impact across Goochland
County. For complete information, click
" here.

Pictured Left to Right: John Aaron, Kim
Lynch, Andrea Ahonen, Andrew
Amstrong, John Julock, Jeremy Raley,
Ashley Parker, Chief Eddie Fergusion, Chief Robin Hillman, Sheriff Steven Creasy, Deputy Mike
Hankel

Hanover
Janice Henicheck

The Hanover Rotary Club presents the 415! Annual
Shrimp & Suds Feast on Thursday, May 14 at the
Pavilion at King’s Dominion. Join us for:
ENTERTAINMENT

e Live Music

MENU



https://my.rotary.org/en/report-your-interact-club-advisor
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/7600/assets/3rd%20Annual%20Community%20Partners%20Recognition%20Dinner.pdf

e Shrimp, more shrimp, potato salad, coleslaw, Mﬂ'l' 1!3

rolls and cocktail sauce
e Suds: Domestic and local beers
¢ And: Sodas and hot dogs

RAFFLE

¢ 50/50 Raffle - split the pot with the Club

MORE INFORMATION? See this flyer.

4:30 PM - 8PM

i, =

Huguenot Trail
Steve Anderson

The James River HS Navy JROTC won
the inaugural James River Officer
Training Challenge @ Topgolf. The Deep
! Run HS Air Force JROTC finished second
with third and fourth places going to
the Hermitage HS Marine Corps JROTC
and the Manchester HS Army JROTC
respectively. The cadets participating in
this challenge earned donations from
the Huguenot Trail Rotary Club that
allows over 400 students/cadets to
travel for service projects, non-
government sponsored competitions,
and educational field trips to historical
sites plus military memorials and/or

museums. Rotary Challenge Coins were also presented to the cadets.

Innsbrook
Beth Jorgensen

The satellite club had its monthly
meeting at a member's home. Lots of
food, fun, and friends. Full club
members John Nelson, William Sutton
and SujingYang joined in and help
present Blue Badges to some of the
satellite members.

The club also did a service project

earlier in the day —Cox Road cleanup.

James City County
Paul Miyamasu

James City County Rotary club members heard from
Executive Director Nancy Williams about the work of
Dream Catchers whose mission is to enrich the lives
of children, adults, and families through equine
assisted services offering education, empowerment,
healing and hope. Founded in 1993, the participants
represent a diverse community of people with special
needs, at-risk youth, and veterans, from Richmond
to Hampton, the Middle Peninsula, and the Northern
Neck. Dream Catchers' therapeutic interventions and
educational programs help develop healthier, more
productive citizens creating a positive impact for our
communities. For more information, go to
dreamcatchers.org, or call 757-566-1775.


https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/7600/assets/Poster%202026ShrimpSuds.pdf
http://dreamcatchers.org/

Pictured L-R: Club President Nancy Geddes, Nancy
Williams, Evening Chair Terrie Nathan

James River
Carl Duffe

The members of the James River Rotary
Club met Saturday morning for their
almost regular clean-up of their
adopted mile. Several times a year they
meet to clean debris from along the
road that extends from Westchester
Commons in Midlothian to Rt 288.
Recognition is given for the most
surprising find. President Luke Vetti
found a welcome sign to the Salisbury
neighborhood. He promised to return it.
Pictured are members of the Club along
with some family members.

Mechanicsville

Hanover County's annual Spirit of
Volunteerism Awards ceremony was
held on April 9th. This is a night the
Hanover County Board of Supervisors
and the community pay tribute to
outstanding Hanover County residents
as well as individuals and groups whose
volunteer service benefits the residents
of Hanover County. The Rotary of
Mechanicsville won the Hanover County
Spirit of Community Award — honoring
a nonprofit community organization
that strengthens, supports and serves the community through volunteerism.

Rotary Club of Mechanicsville is committed to “Service Above Self,” prioritizing the
community's needs over personal gain. Their work spans a broad spectrum of initiatives, each
designed to support neighbors, strengthen organizations and create lasting impact. In 2025
alone, the Club led the Mechanicsville Christmas Parade, supported the Project LifeSaver
program with the Hanover County Sheriff's Office, raised and distributed Thanksgiving
baskets for homebound seniors and hosted the Mechanicsville Rotary Golf Tournament to fund
the Utley Harrison Memorial Trade Schools Scholarship. For Hanover Night at the Diamond,
they contributed $76,000 to local organizations, including Hanover Safe Place, Hanover Crew
Foundation and Hanover Community Support Services.

Midlothian
Andrew Landrum

April was another outstanding month of
service, fellowship, and community
impact for the combined Midlothian and
Brandermill Rotary Clubs. Together, our
members welcomed an inspiring lineup
of speakers, including representatives



from Fit4Kids, who shared their work g"t'b.!;{s;mmhi“
promoting children’s health and i x

wellness, and Elijah House Academy, a Service Above Self.
valued community partner making a
lasting difference in the lives of local
students. Members also heard from fellow Rotarian Nancy Wright Beasley, who presented on
Chutzpah & Courage and its important mission to combat bullying, discrimination, and anti-
Semitism through education.

Service remained at the center of everything our clubs accomplished together. During April’'s
Club Assembly, members joined forces to assemble 42 teacher support bags for Elijah House
Academy, providing supplies, snacks, and encouragement for dedicated educators. We also
successfully concluded another Sportsman’s Raffle campaign, our signature fundraiser that
helps raise the money we use to support important causes throughout the community. To
close out the month, members from both clubs gathered for an evening of fellowship at the
Stonehenge Country Club. It was a fitting reminder that the partnership between Midlothian
and Brandermill Rotary creates something special.

Norfolk
Facebook

Rotary Club of Norfolk's
11™ Annual Suds & Buds gé
mie (D) TOWNE BANK

Thursday, Moy 7
o S0 —E30pem & eoinis Natural Gas

——r

Grab your friends, colleagues and
family for an evening of fun, delicious
food from some 20 local restaurants
and trucks, live music, great auctions,
craft beer and wine at the TowneBank
11th Annual Rotary Club of Norfolk’s
Suds & Buds. This year’s event is Thursday, May 7, 5:30 - 8:30pm at the beautiful Norfolk
Botanical Garden and benefits the Rotary Club of Norfolk’s community charities, the Norfolk
Botanical Garden, and The Sarah Michelle Peterson Foundation. Some 500-600 people are
expected to enjoy this casual garden party featuring the Garden’s beautiful roses in full bloom
so purchase your tickets before they sell out! To purchase tickets, click here.

Three Great Couses, One Great Partyl

A wonderful Norfolk Rotary Club moment
of international fellowship in Norfolk!

Our President-Elect Gary Bonnewell had
the pleasure of meeting Rahul Srivastava,
Secretary & President-Elect of the Rotary
Club of Palava, Thane, India (District
3142), on his visit to Virginia Beach and
Norfolk. Gary was especially delighted to
exchange club flags—a proud Rotary
tradition that symbolizes friendship,
service, and global collaboration.

North Suffolk

Bob Thompson

Recently the North Suffolk Rotary Club
hosted Downtown Suffolk Rotary Club
President-Elect Clint Rudy, who spoke
to us about the new Downtown Suffolk
Library opening in June 2026. Clint is
the Downtown Suffolk Library Director,
and he’s been working hard to oversee
the opening of the new facility, which is
replacing the old Morgan Memorial
Library. This effort is the cornerstone of
Suffolk’s master plan to spur private
investment in our area, and to help
make downtown Suffolk more attractive
to residents and visitors with new
shops, restaurants, and amenities.



https://60710.blackbaudhosting.com/60710/Suds--Buds-2026

Clint’s visit highlights the great
relationship our two clubs share, and highlights how Rotary Service contributes to our entire
community.

Pictured L-R: Downtown Suffolk Rotary Club President-Elect Clint Rudy, North Suffolk Rotary
Club President Cam Harper

Petersburg (Breakfast)
Facebook

Our foundation work is completed on the
Habitat Rotary House! Thank you everyone
for their hard work and dedication to this
District Grant Portion of this project! Our
work continues until we move this family
in!

Portsmouth
Liz Pasqualini

Several members of the Portsmouth
Rotary Club volunteered as course
marshals at this year's Bunny Hop 5K.

This 11™ annual event is run by the
Portsmouth Museums Foundation and

«. directly supports the Children's Museum
of Virginia.

Richmond
Michela Worthington

The Rotary Club of Richmond and its
satellite club had fun partnering with
Friends of the James River to celebrate
Earth Day. Marvi Ali, president of the
satellite club, set up this partnership
with Friends of the James River. Cat
and Becca from FORJRP educated and
led our club members about the
hazards of invasive species. They then
proceeded to search and remove these
plants to prevent further spread in the
park. Participants included Marvi Ali,
Erin Kelleher, Pam Kelleher, Stephen
Kindermann, Terrill Thorne, Barham
Nardo, Paul Neumann, Warren Aldrich



and Stephan Edemobi. They then went =
on to celebrate the victory against invasive species at O' Tooles in Forest Hill. Fun was had by
all (except for the errant plants)!

Smithfield
Leigh Abbott

The Smithfield Rotary Club continues to show
what it means to be People of Action this
== spring—with strong turnout, meaningful

—— impact, and hands-on support across our

~~ community.

o At the Smithfield Wine & Brewfest,

~ Rotarians played key roles welcoming guests
and supporting festival operations. From

. international wine sales to front gate
operations and cash management, members
helped ensure a smooth, successful event for
= all.

Pictured: Leigh Abbott, Michelle Leccia, Katey

Baggett

Our commitment to preserving local history was evident
during the Evergreen Cemetery Spring Work Days on
March 21 and April 18. Led by DW Coble, Chair of the
Evergreen Cemetery Committee, volunteers including Cindy | ;
and Doug Rowell, Cindy Alexander, and Larry Saint worked )
to clean and maintain this important historic site.

Pictured: DW Coble, Doug & Cindy Rowell, Cindy Alexander

Rotarians also supported Isle of Wight Schools’ field
trips at St. Luke's Historic Church & Museum.
Students practiced archaeological dig techniques
while Exec Director John Ericson shared the history
of the “Old Church.” Smithfield Rotarians helped
create a memorable learning experience for local
children!

Upcoming: The 3rd Annual Mental Health Expo
is on the horizon, offering important resources,
connections, and awareness for our community. The
event will be May 27th 6-8pm at the Smithfield
Center. Quickly becoming a cornerstone event for
our Club, the expos continue to grow in participating
orgs and attendees. For full event details and
updates, visit our Facebook page!



he Smithfield Rotary Club continues to lead through
ervice, strengthening our community and investing

Lisa Clary

The South Hill Rotary Club welcomed
Chuck Youse and Melissa Morris with
Helpful Hands and Hearts as guest
speakers last week. Helpful Hands and
Hearts is located in Littleton, NC and

serves all of Warren, Halifax, and - . I
Northampton counties in North Carolina, ARY CLUB
as well as Brunswick and Mecklenburg B OUTH HILL
counties in Virginia. Chuck, one of the J VIRGINIA
founders of the organization, gave an i 7 savERED 15ed @Y

update about how they help those in
need including building ramps,
providing transportation for groceries,
doctor’s appointments and more. They
also can loan scooters for those who
have mobility issues. They are a 501©3
with over 80 volunteers who work to help others maintain their independence in life. They are
helping everyday people within the Lake Gaston and Roanoke River Valley area deal with their
basic challenges such as home access, transportation and mobility - critical for maintaining or
improving someone’s quality of life. The three primary services offered by Helpful Hands and
Hearts to people in need are: constructing access ramps, offering transportation to basic
services such as medical appointments or the grocery store, and loaning powered mobility
scooters.

They are changing lives, helping individuals enjoy a better quality of life and in the process,

knowing they have made a difference. They are getting ready to build their 500t" ramp and
are always looking for volunteers, donors, individual contributors and helpful hands and
hearts to help “make a difference one smile at a time.” You can reach out to them at

info@helpfulhandsandhearts.org or call 252-586-3000.
Pictured L-R: South Hill Club President Randy Cash, Chuck Youse, Melissa Morris

P

==

The South Hill Rotary Club welcomed Ava Crowder
as guest speaker. Ava attended the Rotary Youth
Leadership Awards and updated the club on her
experience. She is also the leader of StemSquad
locally and talked about that program. They could
use a little local funding for projects if anyone
would like to support StemSquad.

For Ava’s excellent speech, click here.

Pictured: Ava Crowder, South Hill Club President
Randy Cash

Suffolk
Susan Blair

The Suffolk Rotary club held a “Panty
Raid” fundraiser for the month of


mailto:info@helpfulhandsandhearts.org
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/7600/assets/South%20Hill%20Ava%20Crowder%20Speech.docx.pdf

February. We collected money, socks
and underwear (all new) to donate to
the new homeless shelter that just
opened in downtown Suffolk. We asked
for a list of needed items from Eboni
Murphy, founder and Executive Director
of the shelter. It was a lot of fun, and
we had a great response! We collected
$1200.00 along with other items.

In total, we delivered:

Women’s underwear -220 pairs
Women'’s socks-168 pairs

Men’s socks- 291 pairs

Men’s underwear- 235 pairs

Men’s T-shirts- 3

Women'’s bras-3

Toiletry kits- 50

Shaving kits/shave cream packets- 300
Nail clippers/Emery boards- 160

Body wipes- 300

It was a very successful service project!

The Historic Triangle
Facebook

What was billed on our Rotary Club
meeting schedule as a fellowship event
turned into much more as we heard a
presentation about Rotary Global Grants
and welcomed a number of guests.
Steve Robinson from the Rotary Club
of James City County outlined how
local clubs and Rotary Districts partner
with The Rotary Foundation to fund
Global Grants for hundreds of projects
world-wide, and how Humanitarian
Projects, Scholarships, and Vocational
Training Teams can qualify for the
grants. Saying “it’'s how your club can
affect lives way beyond your zip code,”
and “they are the heart of the
international mission of Rotary,” Steve also gave numerous examples of past projects he has
been involved with, for example Training EMT Workers in Rwanda, a Community Water
Project in Kenya, and a Blood Mobile for donors in The Bahamas.

We were most pleased to welcome guests Iryna Lujan and Eliseo Lujan from the Rotary Club
of Rockville (MD); Rotarian Brianna Ashford from the James City County Rotary Club, and
prospective Rotarian Mike Deloncker, invited to our meeting by Steve Robinson.

Virginia Peninsula
Diane Hagemann

The Virginia Peninsula Rotary Club
celebrated the 50th anniversary of its
founding on Saturday, April 18th at the
beautiful Hampton Yacht Club in
Hampton, VA. A number of club
members and spouses enjoyed a gala
dinner buffet, wonderful fellowship and
shared stories about the many
accomplishments the club has achieved
over the years. Our club exemplifies
"Service Above Self" with humerous
community projects, 100% TRF and
Foundation giving excellence and
consistency, numerous local District
grants and global grants in Costa Rica,
past support for Interact and Rotaract, raising significant dollars for An Achievable Dream
Schools and collegiate scholarships at Christopher Newport University. The Virginia Peninsula
Club has also given our District three District Governors and numerous other members
serving over the years in District leadership roles. Attendees included Past District Governor
Jim Probsdofer and his wife Lynn. Many club members’ spouses also joined us for the



https://www.facebook.com/RotaryofJCC?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaKRaQe2h6JldWFgMng1E_kp2dz4GtTO4KGZlK0a2zMiFTBaoJ2lfmVyUOuosGVucGD75yc3ecte_miFat6-nER4wBhWPU9xjrBtmgrXhr52MaFQW7CmyMyiUWGM4aNI4COnZ2aNA9GuY2QUFZA5h9AKeqitA7s8j3eCJSG4l_-gg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/RotaryofJCC?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaKRaQe2h6JldWFgMng1E_kp2dz4GtTO4KGZlK0a2zMiFTBaoJ2lfmVyUOuosGVucGD75yc3ecte_miFat6-nER4wBhWPU9xjrBtmgrXhr52MaFQW7CmyMyiUWGM4aNI4COnZ2aNA9GuY2QUFZA5h9AKeqitA7s8j3eCJSG4l_-gg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/rockvillerotary?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaKRaQe2h6JldWFgMng1E_kp2dz4GtTO4KGZlK0a2zMiFTBaoJ2lfmVyUOuosGVucGD75yc3ecte_miFat6-nER4wBhWPU9xjrBtmgrXhr52MaFQW7CmyMyiUWGM4aNI4COnZ2aNA9GuY2QUFZA5h9AKeqitA7s8j3eCJSG4l_-gg&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/rockvillerotary?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaKRaQe2h6JldWFgMng1E_kp2dz4GtTO4KGZlK0a2zMiFTBaoJ2lfmVyUOuosGVucGD75yc3ecte_miFat6-nER4wBhWPU9xjrBtmgrXhr52MaFQW7CmyMyiUWGM4aNI4COnZ2aNA9GuY2QUFZA5h9AKeqitA7s8j3eCJSG4l_-gg&__tn__=-%5dK-R

festivities.

We hope to continue - and add to - our many successes and legacy of service to our
community for many years to comel!

Pictured: L to R back row: Rob Shuford, Danny Carrol, Ray Spencer, Dr. John Frantz, Adam
Duncan, Kevin Yeargin, Phil Harris (Club President), Bill Blanchard, Steve Adams, Dale
Mingilton

L to R front row: Jasmine Bright (She was inducted as a new member that night), Past
District Governor Diane Hagemann, Dr. Lanny Hinson (an original charter member),
Elizabeth McCoury and Charlie Edmonson

Warwick at City Center . ® |
John Meck, Sharyn Fox J
y s [ ] o0 I'

AL - :
“Bash ) T

Kick off your summer with the tastiest
event of the season! The Rotary Club of
Warwick at City Center welcomes you to
our signature annual charity event
hosted at the Virginia Living Museum on
Thursday, May 21, from 6-8:30 pm.
Enjoy bacon-themed dishes from
favorite area restaurants and food
trucks, along with live music, a
signature bourbon cocktail battle, and
local craft beer and cider. Vote for your
favorites to decide the annual “People’s Choice Award.” Get your tickets today! $65 in
advance, $75 at the door. This event is 21-and-up. For more information, see this flyer or
click here.

12th finnual ‘Bazﬂﬂ.. Bash

May 21, 2026, 6:00-8:30 PH @ VIM, Newper News Vi

The Rotary Club of Warwick at City Center

. companion group participated in the center for
sexual assault survivors walk a mile in their shoes.
The companion group has been working with the
center to organize and participate in the event and
raise money for the center.

Pam Bozkurt

On January 31st, several Rotarians generously volunteered
their time and skills to install chair rails in eight exam
rooms, along with several other areas, at Crossover
Healthcare Ministries’ Richmond facility. Their hands-on
service will help enhance and protect these clinical spaces,
supporting Crossover’s mission to provide compassionate,
high-quality healthcare to our community.

Pictured (R-L): Dave McGee, Office Manager Evelyn
Medrano, John Stinson, Ed Schoeffler, and Richard
Lundvall.

On Friday, March 27, a dedicated team
of Rotarians rolled up their sleeves at
Johnson Elementary School to spruce
up the school’s flower and vegetable
gardens. The group weeded, cleaned,
trimmed shrubs, planted perennials,
and even repaired the garden gate—
leaving the space refreshed and ready
to grow.

As students and teachers passed by,
many stopped to say thank you and
share how much they appreciate the
gardens. It was a wonderful reminder of


https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/7600/assets/Rotary-BeerBash_OP0426.pdf
https://baconbash.org/events/bacon-bash-2026/

how small acts of service can make a
big impact in our community.
Pictured (R-L): Tom Wood. John
Flemming, Richard Lundvall, Berkeley
Edmunds, Toche lwuji, Dave McGee,

Gene Hinman, Tim Jester and Mike Christian

On April 9, 2026, a group of our
Rotarians came together at a home in
Henrico to build a wheelchair ramp in
partnership with Project:HOMES, a
501(c)(3) organization dedicated to
providing safe, energy-efficient, and
accessible affordable housing to Central
Virginians. This ramp will provide safe
and reliable access for homeowners
with limited mobility— making a
meaningful difference in their daily
lives.

Pictured (R-L): Gene Hinman, Dave
McGee, Richard Lundvall, David
Grandis, Rod Adams, Chris Tate, and
Hamilton Holloway

From February 27-March 6 the West Richmond Rotary Club continued our annual tradition of
volunteering at the Johnson Elementary Book Fair. Our Rotarians have the privilege of
walking alongside students, helping them curate personal wish lists to share with their
families. These fairs are about more than just shopping; they are designed to ignite a lifelong
passion for reading by giving children the agency to choose books that truly spark their
interest. By supporting these young readers, we aren't just raising funds for the school—we’re
helping build a foundation for a lifetime of learning.

West Richmond welcomed three new members:
Philip Keister joined our club on 1/7/2026.

TJ Daly joined on 1/29/2026.

Tom Roberts joined on 3/19/2026.

= Williamsburg
Terry Lovvorn

Jim Miles presented our Williamsburg
- Rotary Foundation 2026 grants to the
 following recipients:

Literacy for Life

Child Development Resources
The Arc of Greater Williamsburg
Williamsburg House of Mercy
Williamsburg Volunteer Fire Department
Homes Fur Hounds, Inc.

Grove Christian Outreach Center
Berkeley Middle School

Colonial CASA

Warhill High School

Dream Catchers

Hospice House & Support Care of Williamsburg

Jamestown Athletic Booster Club



Foundation News

Building Peace from the Margins
Joy Kline

Last month, Rotarians from District 7600 traveled
to University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill to
attend the Rotary Peace Center’s 23rd Annual
Spring Conference, where Rotary Peace Fellows
presented their project work. The Duke—UNC
Rotary Peace Center is one of Rotary’s global
Peace Center partner universities. We were
especially proud that among the 12 graduate
fellows, District 7600 sponsored Tibeb Asfaw of
Ethiopia, who shared her vision for Peace
Infrastructure.

Tibeb’s work focuses on advancing a “Peace
Precedence” model that integrates early childhood
caregiving into national peace infrastructure,
particularly in fragile contexts. She also seeks to
collaborate with governments and grassroots
organizations to pilot caregiving-centered peace
policy initiatives.

- When asked what “Building Peace From the
Margins” means in relation to her project, Tibeb offered this perspective:

“We spend billions repairing conflict, yet rarely ask when peace actually begins. It begins in
the first 1,000 days of life—long before elections, peace accords, or formal dialogues. This
work challenges us to rethink our starting point and to recognize caregiving as essential
peace infrastructure.”

This exemplifies the powerful impact of The Rotary Foundation in supporting individuals who
become ambassadors for peace worldwide. Congratulations to Tibeb—we wish her continued
success in her important work.

Pictured: Joy Kline, Tibeb Asfaw, Goochland Rotarian Bonnie Field

Let’s Play Baseball and Strike Out Polio!!
Stan Wall

We have two games coming up in June for a
night of Rotary fun and fellowship while we
raise awareness and money for the END
POLIO NOW fund.

June 5, 2026 - The Richmond Flying
Squirrels game at the NEW CARMAX park in
Richmond, Virginia. Game time is 7:05pm.
Tickets will be field level seats this year in
the new park and the cost with fees will be
$20.05 each. The Richmond Flying Squirrels
will donate $2.00 for each ticket purchased
back to the EPN fund and the money will be
sent in your club's name for credit in the 25-
26 Rotary year for all the tickets your club
purchases.

To purchase tickets, click here or see the

attached flyer with QR code and game

details. If your club wants to sit together at the game in our designated Rotary section, it is
important that you appoint one person to order the tickets, and they will then be emailed to
that person to print and distribute to your club or scan from their phone at the game.

June 10, 2026 - The Tri-City Chili Peppers game at Shepherd Stadium in Colonial Heights,
VA. Game time is 7:00pm. Tickets with fee will be $17 each. They are offering various ticket
add-ons for food and beverage. The Tri-City Chili Peppers will donate $4.00 for each ticket
purchased back to the EPN fund and the money will be sent in your club's name for credit in
the 25-26 Rotary year for all the tickets your club purchases. See the attached flyer with QR
code and game details.

Let's Pack the parks with Rotarians, family, friends, and coworkers for a great night and
Strike Out Polio for the kids of the world. If you have any questions about the games,

please email me at stan.debbie.rotarv@comcast.net or call 804-835-1962.


https://www.gofevo.com/event/Rotarydistrict31
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/7600/assets/Richmond%20Area%20EPN%20Game%20Flyer%202026.pdf
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/7600/assets/Richmond%20Area%20EPN%20Game%20Flyer%202026.pdf
mailto:stan.debbie.rotary@comcast.net

See you at the Parks!!

== James City County
- .= Paul Miyamasu

The James City County Rotary Club presented Jack Clark
with a pin to recognize his annual contributions to the Paul
Harris Society of the Rotary International. The society
honors those Rotary members providing substantial,
sustained financial support for Rotary initiatives worldwide.
i The society was established to encourage ongoing support
for the Foundation's humanitarian efforts.

Pictured: Jack Clark, Club Foundation Chair Jerry Fields

Williamsburg
Terry Lovvorn

President Michael Harrison presented a level five
Paul Harris pin to Don Pratt.




